SENEGAL 


WOLOF (WEST ATLANTIC) 


PHONEMES AND ORTHOGRAPHIC SYMBOLS 


EXAMPLES 


/b/ 

p 

b 

N 

t 

1^1 

d 

Id 

c 

hi 

/k/ 

J 
k 

/g/ 

/q/ 

9 

q 


/m/ 

m 

M 

n 

/JV 

n (or h) 

/I)/ 

r) (or ii) 


/f/ 

f 

/s/ 

s 

N 

1 

/f/ 

r 

/x/ 

X 

/J7 

y 

/w/ 

\^ 


*In Wolof, the letter q is equivalent to x after a nasal (xonx = xonq) or at \ 
geminate xx (iiaxx -naq) 


N 

i 

hi 

e 

/e/ 

e 


/9/ e 

/a/ a 

/?/ a 


/u/ u 

/o/ 6 

hi o 


A^:/ W (6 = 6o; e = ee; e = ee) 

Prenasalization: mp, mb, nt, nd, nj, nc, nq, nk, ng 


ALPHABET 


a 

lal 

bed 

a 

lakk 

to speak 
a language 

b 

bakkan 

nose 

c 

caabi 

key 

d 

daw 

to run 

e 

set 

clean 

e 

ser 

skirt cloth 

e 

bet 

eye 

f 

for 

to gather 

9 

garab 

medicine 

i 

cm 

pot, pan 

,1 

jabar 

wife, spouse 

k 

ker 

house 

1 

lam 

bracelet 

m 

mar 

to be thirsty 

n 

nelaw 

to sleep 

ii 

naw 

to sew 

n 

ijaam 

jaw 



xonq 
(xonx) 

to be red 

6 

j6g 

to get up 

P 

paaka 

knife 

q 

iiaq 
(iiaxx) 

perspiration 

r 

rafet 

pretty 

s 

suuf 

ground 

t 

taw 

ram 

u 

bukki 

hyena 

w 

woo 

to call 

X 

xalam 

guitar 

y 

yem 

to be equal 


aabcdeee 
u w X y 


fgijklmniii) 


Alphabets of Africta 
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